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de Corday d'Armont, a descendant of the great dramatist
Corneille, was born in 1768, and was therefore twenty-five
when she met these escaped Girondins at Caen. She had
been brought up in much the same manner as Madame
Roland, whom she resembled in many ways, and had made
Plutarch her favourite author Many lovers have been attri-
buted to her, from the Comte de Belzunce, murdered at Caen
in a not in 1789,1 to Barbaroux, the Girondin leader; but the
latest investigator of the subject has successfully disproved all
these legends, and has shown nearly with certainty that she
was in love with Charles Henry Bougon-Longrais, an avocat
and native of Caen, who had been elected procureur-general-
syndic of the Calvados in 1792,2 and was a federalist. She
was at Caen when the Girondin deputies took up their abode
there, and thought it would be a noble deed to murder the
man whom she heard them abuse the most. She decided to
go to Paris without informing any one of her purpose, and
obtained a letter of introduction from Barbaroux to his friend
and compatriot, the deputy Lauze-Deperret. On arriving in
Paris she went to see both Lauze-Deperret and Fauchet, and
got them to take her to the Convention, where, however, she
failed to see the object of her hatred. She then obtained his
address, and purchased a knife in the Palais-Egalit6, with
which to slay her victim. She wrote a letter to Marat,
stating she had important news about the escaped deputies
to give him, to which she received no answer, and when she
called at his house on that and the following day, Simonne
Evrard refused to admit her. She then wrote to him a
second time on July 13: <k Citizen, I wrote to you yesterday
and presented myself at your door this morning. Did you
receive my letter ? If you have received it, I hope that you
will not refuse to see me. I repeat to you that I have
important secrets to reveal to you, and can put you in the
way to serve the Republic. Further, it is enough for me to
inform you that I am unhappy, in order to hope that your
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